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castle defended by men, while the second had a female garrison!    The  Secretary was quite satisfied.    He left the room and sent Pulin a written notice of dismissal.   The latter was disheartened beyond measure by this unkind stroke of fortune.    He shook the dust of Bamnagar from his feet and returned home to lay his sorrows before Nalini, seasoning the story with remarks highly derogatory to Kaliprasanna Babu's character.   In order to get rid of an importunate suitor Nalini gave him another letter of introduction, this time to  an old  acquaintance named Debnath Lahiri who was head clerk in the office of Messrs. Kerr & Dunlop, one of the largest mercantile firms of   Calcutta.     Pulin  was  heartily  sick of  school-mastering, and the prospect of making a fortune in business filled his soul with joy.    He borrowed Bs. 30 from Debendra Babu and took the earliest train for Calcutta.    On arriving there he joined a mess of waifs and strays like himself, who herded in a small room and clubbed their pice to provide meals.    Then he waited on Debnath Babu, whom he found installed in a sumptuous office overlooking the river Hughli. The great man glanced at his credentials and, with an appearance of cordiality, promised to let him know in case a vacancy occurred in the office.    For nearly a month Pulin called daily for news at Messrs. Eerr & Punlop's, and generally managed to waylay the